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Meeting Minutes

Call to order: The general meeting for the Wrightwood Fire Safe Council (WFSC) was called to order by Ben
Smith on July 15, 2025 at 1803 hours local time. This meeting was held at the Wrightwood Community
Building. Audio of this meeting is available here: https://www.wrightwoodfsc.com/zoom/WFESC.7.15.25.mp3

Roll call: The following WFSC Board of Directors were present: John Aziz, Robert Comperini, Jim Emery, Tom
Foley, Hank Hallmark, Ben Smith. Absent was: Tim Heinrich.

The following agency representatives were present: See attached attendance log.
Flag salute: The flag salute was led by Ben Smith.
Public Comments:

A resident of Wrightwood reported Edison pole caught fire in Wrightwood early this morning. The fire was
limited to the base of the pole in question. Station 14 responded and extinguished the fire. SCE also
responded to repair the damaged equipment.

Approval of minutes: Minutes from the 6/17/2025 meeting were accepted as written. Motion to approve made
by John Aziz. Motion seconded by Hank Hallmark. Motion approved 4/0. Jim Emery and Tom Foley abstained
as they were not at the June meeting.

Cooperative partner & agency updates:

Angeles National Forest: (Ron White/Matthew Bokach): No major fires in the past month in the ANF. Staffing
levels were discussed. Some air assets departed Lancaster (Fox Field) today to support a fire in the Lake
Isabella area. Fuels reduction project in the Blue Ridge area will likely begin in the September-October
timeframe. Mastication efforts along some of the forest roads will take place this summer. There may soon be
a contract in place to allow a private company to remove trees to be used as lumber in the Blue Ridge area.
Trees to be removed under that agreement are trees that would not qualify to be removed as part of the fuels
reduction project.

Matthew Bokach discussed an upcoming SCE project to relocate overhead powerlines to underground service,
in the Forest area along Big Pines Highway. This project is expected to begin in 2026 Because of the
upcoming SCE work being planned. Other fuel reduction projects will be postponed until after their project is
done (most likely 2027).

The ANF and SCE have come to an agreement regarding the Bobcat fire. SCE will pay ANF in excess of 60
million dollars for compensation for the fire. The money must be spent in the area directly affected by that fire.

Matthew announced that because he is taking on a new position, that he will no longer be attending the
Wrightwood FSC meetings.

San Bernardino National Forest: No representative. See attached email from District Ranger Mike Nobles,

CCC: No representative. Ben Smith spoke to CCC representative Mike Smith who indicated that next Monday,
the CCC will be in area working on trails and other areas near Grassy Hollow.
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CAL FIRE (Drew Smith): Drew discussed recent fires in the state. CAL FIRE fuel reduction projects continue in
the local area. Areas include the Desert Front Road areas. CAL FIRE inspections of properties in the local area
have completed. In response to a question from Hank Hallmark, Drew discussed the “Fire Wise” designation
for a community. A discussion followed, regarding that, and the differing inspections performed by CAL-FIRE
vs inspection by the County. CAL-FIRE will hold a green waste/wood chipping event at the CAL FIRE phelan
station (located at 9600 Centolo Rd., Phelan, CA 92371). The event will take place the weekends of July 18,
19, 20, and again on August 10, 11, 12 from 8:00am to 2:00pm. For more information, contact CAL FIRE at
(760) 868-3555.

Caltrans: No representative, no report.

IERCD: See the attached emails from Kayla Thompson and Julie Clark.

LA County AG: No representative, no report.

LA County Fire (Kelsie Warren): Fire season starting a little later this year, compared to last year. Kelsie
discussed some recent fires in the area, including one just west of Largo Vista Road. Although still under

investigation, it appears that a meth lab may have been in the area.

SB County Fire (Cruz): There were 54 calls for service this past month. 85% of those were medical aid.
Captain Cruz briefly discussed staffing.

Peter Brierty then spoke. Peter spoke about his task with SB County Fire, concerning forest management. He
would like to build a “forestry division” within SB County Fire. His goal is to work with other agencies, such as
CAL FIRE and IERCD, to streamline and speed up the process of securing grant funding to get fuel reductions
projects started faster. Identifying areas to be treated is another priority. There are grants available from CAL
FIRE. Lands eligible can include Federal, State, and State Responsibility Area lands.

SB County Code Enforcement: No representative, no report.

Wrightwood CSD: No report.

New/continued business:

Fire Hydrant mapping/adoption: No report. Hank reported that he was unable to set up a FSC table during the
recent Mountaineer Days event.

The Fire Safe Council board members will hold a meeting soon, to discuss adding a member to the board.
CWPP Update: No updates.
Treasurer’s report: No treasurer’s report.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 1910 hours local time. The next general WFSC meeting will be
held on August 19, 2025.

Minutes submitted by:

Lol ompreci

Robert Comperini, Secretary
Wrightwood Fire Safe Council
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