STATE OF CALIFORNIA ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF EMERGENCY SERVICES
3650 Schriever Avenue
Mather, California 95655

CALIFORNIA

(916)845-8510 : ey e
FAX: 845-8511 . Borerpeny vy

January 24, 2005

Mr. Don Knabe, Chair
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
822 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration

Los Angeles, California 90012
Dear Supervisor Knabe:

I'am pleased to inform you that on January 6, 2005, Governor Schwarzenegger issued a state
of emergency proclamation for Los Angeles County due to extreme fire hazard in the Wrightwood
community caused by the bark beetle infestation. This proclamation extends the orders and
authorities of the March 7, 2003 state of emergency proclamation issued for Riverside, San
Bernardino and San Diego Counties to the affected areas of Los Angeles County. Ihave enclosed
copies of both proclamations for your information and records.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Mr. Paul Jacks,
Deputy Director, at (916) 845-8532.

Sincerely,

i

HENRY R.RENTERIA
Director

Enclosures

‘¢ Michael D. Antonovich, Supervisor
Los Angeles County District Five

Bill Postmus, Vice-Chairman/ First District Supervisor
San Bernardino County

David Janssen, County Administrator
Director of Emergency Management

Constance Perett, Administrator
Los Angeles County Office of Emergency Management
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A PROCLAMATION
BY THE GOVERNOR OFTHE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

WHEREAS, on March 7, 2003, & Siate of Emergancy was proclaimed (o address the sxtreme
peril to people, property and the enviranment within the Counties of Riverside, San Bernardino and
San Diego because of the fire danger caused by the extraordinary number of dead, dying an diseased
tress resulting from prolonged draught conditions and the infestation by bark beetles and other decay
organisms: ang '

WHEREAS, areas of Los Angeles County are also under a similar threat of imminent wildfires
because of the dead and dying vegetation in certain forsstad areas, and

WHEREAS, stale agencies: local governmants and the private sector must iake immediate
action o ensure that adequate measures are taken lo reduce the firs risk in that county’ and

WHEREAS, | have been requested by the chairman of the Los Angeles County Board of
Suparvisors and the supervisor reprasenting the impacted area 1o proclaim a State of Emergency ta
facllitate the mitigation of the firs danger in that county.

NOW, THEREFORE, [, ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Gavernor of the Stale of California,
in accordance with the authorlty vested in me by the Emergency Services Act, and in parlicular,
sections 8628 and 8558(b) of the Government Code, | HEREBY PROCLAIM A STATE OF
EMERGENCY fo exist within Los Angeles County.

Pursuant to this Proclamation, | exterd the directions, orders ang authorities of the March 7,
2003 Proclamation of & State of Emargency to include affectad areas of Los Angeles County.

I FURTHER DIRECT that as soon as hereafter pessible, this Proclamalion be filed in the

Office of the Secretary of State and that widespread publicity and natice be given to this Proclamatian, &

IN WITNESS WHEREQF | have hereunte set my hand
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and causad the Gra he State of California to be
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PROCLAMATION
by the
Governor of the State of California

WHEREAS, conditions of extreme peril to the people, property and environment exist within the Riverside, San
Bernardino and San Diego Counties due to imminent fire danger caused by the extraordinary number of dead,
dying and diseased trees resulting from prolonged drought, overstocked forests and infestation by bark beetles
and other decay organisms; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection declared a Zone of Infestation for bark beetle control within
these three counties; and

WHEREAS, the outbreak of the infestation has caused the death of trees and other vegetation on thousands of
acres, resulting in conditions of imminent fire danger in these counties and the potential for erosion and other
environmental damage; and

WHEREAS, Riverside, San Bernardino and San Diego Counties have proclaimed local emergencies, committed
funds for tree removal and other fire abatement measures, and Riverside and San Bernardino Counties have each
created a Mountain Area Safety Task Force to provide a coordinated multi-agency response to dead, dying and
diseased trees and vegetation; and

WHEREAS, by reason of their magnitude these conditions are beyond the control of the services, personnel,
equipment and facilities of the three counties, thereby requiring a proclamation of a state of emergency; and

WHEREAS, Riverside, San Bernardino and San Diego Counties have requested a state Proclamation of
Emergency in order to expedite removal of dead, dying and diseased trees and vegetation, and to assist in
providing evacuation routes and fire safe evacuation centers; and

WHEREAS, unless the risks posed by dead, dying and diseased trees and other vegetation are immediately
reduced, there will be an increasingly great risk to life and property from catastrophic fire in an area with limited
routes for the evacuation of people and emergency response; and

WHEREAS, the number of contractors available to perform tree removal work for private landowners is insufficient
to accomplish the work within the time necessary, and

WHEREAS, under the authority of the Emergency Services Act, section 8558(b) of the Government Code, | find
that a State of Emergency exists within Riverside, San Bernardino, and San Diego Counties.

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, GRAY DAVIS, Governor of the State of California, in accordance with the authority vested
in me by the Emergency Services Act, and in particular, sections 8625 and 8558(b) of the Government Code,
HEREBY PROCLAIM A STATE OF EMERGENCY to exist within Riverside, San Bernardino, and San Diego
Counties.

Pursuant to this Proclamation, | issue these orders to be effective immediately:

IT IS ORDERED that the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection ("CDF"), in consultation with
California Department of Transportation, the California Environmental Protection Agency, the Department of Fish




and Game, the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the Lahonton, Santa Ana and San Diego Regional
Water Quality Control Boards and other state and local agencies as appropriate, shall immediately:

* Assist local jurisdictions in the three counties to prepare public safety plans that provide adequate evacuation
routes and fire safe evacuation centers;

* In cooperation with other appropriate state and local entities, expedite the clearing of dead, dying and diseased
trees and other vegetation that interfere with emergency response and evacuation needs;

* Reinforce firefighting resources available in the three counties, including assuring that aircraft and fire crews will
be immediately available in the event of a fire; and

* Redirect existing resources to assist landowners by giving forest stewardship advice and oversight of tree
removal.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that all state agencies and departments shall provide personnel, equipment and
facilities to assist CDF, as directed by the Office of Emergency Services in consultation with the Department of
Finance.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that to implement this Proclamation, CDF may enter into contracts and arrangements
for the procurement of materials, goods, and services. Pursuant to Government Code section 8571, the provisions
of the Government Code and the Public Contract Code applicable to state contracts, including, but not limited to,
advertising and competitive bidding requirements, are hereby suspended to the extent they would prevent, hinder,
or delay the clearing of public evacuation corridors, fire evacuation centers, and routes for emergency response as
necessary to mitigate the effects of this emergency.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that CDF, in consultation with all appropriate state and local agencies, shall
immediately work to improve public evacuation corridors, fire evacuation centers and routes for emergency
response. Pursuant to Government Code section 8567, CDF is hereby authorized to enter onto private property as
it deems necessary to remove and dispose of dead, dying and diseased trees and vegetation that threaten public
evacuation corridors, fire evacuation centers, and routes for emergency response.

IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED that, to assist and encourage landowners to meet their responsibilities for removing
dead, dying and diseased trees and clearing fuel breaks on their lands, pursuant to Government Code section
8571, the requirement for submitting notices to CDF under the provisions of Title 14, California Code of
Regulations, sections 1038(b) and (c), prior to beginning timber operations for the removal of dead, dying and
diseased trees or the cutting or removal of trees to create fuel breaks and the limitation on the removal of dead,
dying, or diseased trees to ten percent of the average volume per acre are hereby suspended. All other provisions
of these regulations shall remain in effect.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that to expand the number of contractors available to perform services to property
owners for cutting and removing trees for fire safety purposes by authorizing use of tree service contractors
licensed to perform tree removal work under Business and Professions Code sections 7000 et seq., in addition to
timber operators licensed under the Public Resources Code to perform timber operations, pursuant to Government
Code section 8571, the provisions of Public Resources Code section 4571(a) providing that only licensed timber
operators may perform timber operations are hereby suspended. A licensed timber operator need not obtain a
contractord€™s license under the Business and Professions Code in order to carry out work under this
Proclamation.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Office of Emergency Services work with the Federal Emergency Management
Agency to redirect excess federal hazard mitigation funds for the purpose of reducing the fire and other hazards
caused by the dead, dying and diseased trees and vegetation.

IT IS REQUESTED that the Public Utilities Commission direct utility companies with transmission lines in
Riverside, San Bernardino and San Diego Counties to ensure that all dead, dying and diseased trees and
vegetation are completely cleared from their utility right-of-ways to mitigate the potential fire danger.

This Proclamation and these Orders are not intended to, and do not, create any right or benefit, substantive or
procedural, enforceable in law or equity, against the State of California, its departments, agencies or other entities,
its officers or employees, or any other person.




IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that as soon as hereafter possible, this proclamation be filed in the Office of Secretary
of State and that widespread publicity and notice be given to this proclamation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of
the State of California to be affixed this the seventh day of March 2003.

/s/ Gray Davis

Governor of California




