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Dear Forest Users and Neighbors:

The Front Country Ranger District of the San Bernardino National Forest is initiating a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) analysis for the Sheep Fire Reforestation Project.  This project proposes to plant a mixture of tree seedlings on 91 acres within the area that burned in the 2009 Sheep Fire.  The tree species to be planted are ponderosa pine, Jeffery pine, sugar pine, big cone Douglas fir, and pinyon pine.  All units would be hand planted using hand tools at a spacing of approximately 12 feet by 12 feet (302 trees per acre).  The project may utilize local volunteers and tribes to plant trees and provide continuing care for them.  Prior to planting, some hazard trees may be felled if they pose a safety hazard to crews.  No salvage logging is planned due to lack of volume, high cost of extraction, and lack of road access.  This project includes future maintenance including an initial release from brush after 5 years and a second release and pruning after 10 years, both of which will utilize hand tools and chainsaws.  
The planting units are located at the top of Lone Pine Canyon surrounding the Prospect mine and also west of Clyde Ranch towards Gobblers Knob.  Legal description: R7S.T3W SBBM, Sections 15, 22, 26 and 27. Please see the enclosed project area map.  If you would like additional information regarding this project, please contact Roger Williams, Forester and Project Coordinator (909-382-2754).  
Any comments you have on this project should be submitted by February 4, 2011 in order for them to be the most helpful in this analysis. Written comments can be mailed, sent electronically by e-mail, or sent by fax. Specific instructions are listed below: 

Email: comments-pacificsouthwest-san-bernardino-cajon@fs.fed.us (with the words “Sheep Fire Reforestation Project” in the subject line) 

Fax: 909-887-8197

Mail: 
Angelus Oaks Project Comments 

U.S. Forest Service, attn: Roger Williams

1209 Lytle Creek Road

Lytle Creek, CA  92358

We anticipate completing a Decision Memo for this project under a NEPA Categorical Exclusion (CE). Thank you for your continued interest in the San Bernardino National Forest.
Sincerely,
s/ Richard Thornburgh
RICHARD THORNBURGH
Deputy District Ranger

encs: Project Map
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